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Happy Spring!

At Shepherd, our focus remains clear:
advocating for research integrity and
maintaining full transparency in material
sourcing. These principles continue to guide our
decisions as we move through 2026 and beyond.

In biomedical research, consistency and
traceability matter. That is why we remain
committed to supplying materials that meet the
highest standards for reliability and
transparency. 

Our position is rooted in a simple belief: the
animals and the science deserve the highest
quality. By prioritizing material integrity and
open communication about sourcing, we aim to
support researchers with bedding solutions they
can trust.

Because better materials help support better
research.
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Bedding Type Test Result

ALPHA-dri® ​Absorbency - Whole

Product (ISO 11948-1) 

327 g of fluid (554% of its own

weight)

Reclaimed/Pre-consumer

Paper

​Absorbency - Whole

Product (ISO 11948-1) 

136 g of fluid (186% of its own

weight)

ALPHA-dri® ​Brightness (ANSI/TAPPI T

525)

87.6/100

Reclaimed/Pre-Consumer

Paper

​Brightness (ANSI/TAPPI T

525)

64.3/100

ALPHA-dri® Pfas Chemical Test (EPA

537 IDA)

Non-Detect 

Reclaimed/Pre-Consumer

Paper

Pfas Chemical Test (EPA

537 IDA)

PFOS Result: 1,500 PPT 

Beyond Comfort: A Review of the Critical

Role of Bedding Selection in Rodent

Welfare, Microenvironment, and

Research Reproducibility

read more

Corncob Bedding Negatively Impacts

Breeding Performance and Sexual

Development in Mice. 

read more

Research Mice On ALPHA-dri®

UCSF researchers discover molecular

timer that regulates pregnancy length

read more

Bedding as a variable affecting fasting

blood glucose and vascular physiology in

mice

read more

Assessment of hepatitis C virus

permissiveness in iteratively genetically

humanized mice (on ALPHA-dri®)

read more

First brain-wide map of decision-making

charted in mice 

read more

April
District 8 Meeting

LAMA/ATA Meeting

District 5 Meeting

NEBAALAS @ night

May
3 R's Sharing Conference

QUAD Symposium

June
MSMR Enrichment Symposium

NRMB AALAS

District 6 Conference

NA3RsC
The National Association

3 R's Collaborative aims

to improve animals lives,

reduce their numbers

while maintaining robust

results, and replace them

when scientifically

appropriate...

Read more ➔

Episodes —
GetReal!
GetReal! lays out the

facts so you have the

power to make

informed decisions

about the future health

of your loved ones -

both people and

animals.

 Listen here ➔

BRAD
Biomedical Research

Awareness Day (BRAD)

is an international

outreach program

through AMP that seeks

to increase public

awareness about animal

roles in biomedical

research...

Read more ➔

Contact Us

(800) 382-5001  |  www.ssponline.com 

Please note that our offices will be closed on the following dates this quarter:

Friday, April 3rd & Monday, May 25th.

Contact Us

​At first glance, which one of these bedding
substrates looks more suitable for research?

ALPHA-dri® appears frequently in research publications where a clean, low dust, consistent,

virgin paper bedding is important, for example in metabolic, intestinal, behavioral,

environmental monitoring, and thermoregulatory research.

Out & About With Our Peeps!

Houston Cook-Off/ Rodeo

Shepherd manufactures high quality, virgin cellulose bedding for biomedical

research, with a focus on research integrity and full transparency in material

sourcing.

I want to learn more ➔
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