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Happy Summer!

This summer, our focus remains the same:
supporting research with reliable, transparent
bedding materials researchers can trust.

In biomedical research, consistency matters,
which is why we continue to prioritize material
integrity, traceable sourcing, and open
communication. 

We believe better materials help support better
research, for both the animals and the science.

Don't miss our Exhibitor Teach & Chat
session at this years National AALAS show in
Houston on 10/27 @ 10:35 am
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Bedding Type Test Result

ALPHA-dri® ​Absorbency - Whole

Product (ISO 11948-1) 

327 g of fluid (554% of its own

weight)

Pelleted Paper ​Absorbency - Whole

Product (ISO 11948-1) 

136 g of fluid (186% of its own

weight)

ALPHA-dri® ​Brightness (ANSI/TAPPI T

525)

87.6/100

Pelleted Paper ​Brightness (ANSI/TAPPI T

525)

64.3/100

ALPHA-dri® Pfas Chemical Test (EPA

537 IDA)

Non-Detect 

Pelleted Paper Pfas Chemical Test (EPA

537 IDA)

PFOS Result: 1,500 PPT 

Beyond Comfort: A Review of the Critical

Role of Bedding Selection in Rodent

Welfare, Microenvironment, and

Research Reproducibility

read more

Corncob Bedding Negatively Impacts

Breeding Performance and Sexual

Development in Mice. 

read more

Research Mice On ALPHA-dri®

UCSF researchers discover molecular

timer that regulates pregnancy length

read more

Bedding as a variable affecting fasting

blood glucose and vascular physiology in

mice

read more

Assessment of hepatitis C virus

permissiveness in iteratively genetically

humanized mice (on ALPHA-dri®)

read more

First brain-wide map of decision-making

charted in mice 

read more

July
AVMA Convention

Directors Bootcamp- Rutgers

NEBAALAS @ Night

August
​OKAALAS Vendor Meeting

Mountain West Branch Symposium

September
NCAB 2026 Seminar

CBAALAS Vendor Show

RTBAALAS Golf Tournament

NA3RsC
The National Association

3 R's Collaborative aims

to improve animals lives,

reduce their numbers

while maintaining robust

results, and replace them

when scientifically

appropriate...

Read more ➔

Episodes —
GetReal!
GetReal! lays out the

facts so you have the

power to make

informed decisions

about the future health

of your loved ones -

both people and

animals.

 Listen here ➔

BRAD
Biomedical Research

Awareness Day (BRAD)

is an international

outreach program

through AMP that seeks

to increase public

awareness about animal

roles in biomedical

research...

Read more ➔

Contact Us

(800) 382-5001  |  www.ssponline.com 

Please note that our offices will be closed on the following dates this quarter:
Monday 09/07.

Contact Us

      
        Why does brightness matter? 

Brightness is more than a cosmetic feature. Consistently bright bedding makes it
easier to monitor cage conditions, observe waste, and identify potential changes
in animal health. Because ALPHA-dri® is made from hygienic grade virgin
cellulose, it provides a clean, uniform appearance that supports consistency and
visibility throughout your facility.

ALPHA-dri® appears frequently in research publications where a clean, low dust, consistent,

virgin paper bedding is important, for example in metabolic, intestinal, behavioral,

environmental monitoring, and thermoregulatory research.

Out & About With Our Peeps!

Shepherd manufactures high quality, virgin cellulose bedding for biomedical

research, with a focus on research integrity and full transparency in material

sourcing.

I want to learn more ➔
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